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“Rice of which the exports have greatly increased during
the last two years 19o1-- 03 remains extremely dear,” ¥ % %
Wheat in India proper, like rice in Burma, is being grown
move extensively for export and the recent revival of the
foreign demand has produced exports bearing a far larger
proportion to the consumption than in the case of rice.”

Imp. Gazetteer of India, Vol. ITL chap 1X. p. 6o.

“Of rice it may be said that present prices are as high as
the famine prices of former yecars.”

“The demand for export has undoubtedly influenced the
price of rice and wheat girectly, and through them the prices
of the commoner food grains.”

Imp. Gazeteer of India, Vol I chap. 1X. p. 461.
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the world. On that trade the financial power
which organised the means of aggression was
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The free trade fetish may be dofined as the
production of supplics in those areas best suited
to such production, that is where most ecouomi-
cally produced, swith freedom of exchange. The
“last  condition has, however, been practically
absent. The opportunities of tesing Lthe pay-basis
of this proposition have been before the Govern-
ments of world for many decades, and, with an
exception only --that of the United Kingdom—
they have unanimously rejected it. In&a, of course
is merely an appanage of the United Kingdom in
matters of policy, but the self governing colonies
have unanimously rejected it. Japan, wich has

tested occidental theories with oriental acumen,
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refuses it absolutely and the cconomical situation
in India is not very greatly different (rom that of
Japan, before the renaissance of industry laid the
foundations of the phenomenal use of the Island
Empire in the Council of the Nations.
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Opinions.

“rfacga FwEA" 1 A3 fagg Afacafe &g, Iawe
fa83 qa2 =9 fagg a%7 @9 ag The Foundations of
Indian Economics ata% 321 &g 36w 233ng | agaifx
Longmans, Green and Co, London giffitegs1 &
&7 #qe% Dr. Brajendranath Seal M. A., fafaaicgs,

Professor Radhakamal Mukbherji's work is a
valuable conlribution to the study of the basal
‘actors in Indian economic_life and organisation.
As a systematic compilation of economic data
relating to the Cottage industrics of India, it is
highly informing- and interesting. But it is [ar
more than a compilation. It contains some
interesting information derived from a first hand
study and actual investigation on the spot of
several Indian crafts and village indastries. This
direct touch with the craftsman in the village is
indispensable Lo every genuine student of the
existing Indian economic. organisation and it is the

absence of such personal knowledge~that gives
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their airy, unsubstantial and often erratic character
to many of the elaborate theoretic strictures and
schemes of the amateur economlst in the closet.
Besides a close familiarity with the details of the
existing organisation of industry, trade and trans-
port, Mr. Mukerji shows a keen grasp of the
principles that should guide the Indian economic
evolution in the present stage. In fact his ideas
on the place of the cottage and village industries
in Indian cconomic life, with his analysis of the
causes of their decline and his suggestians for their
improvement. are more in accord with sound
and advanced ideas of economic science than the
extreme views of the rival schools that hold the
ficld to day. And Mr. Mukerjee's study of the
social factor of this economic life, such as caste,
caste education, and the apprentice system, the
family as an economic unit and the Indian systems
of inheritance and succession, is more informing
and more suggestive than the vague generalities
with which we are treated on these well worn
subjécts by our amateur theotisrs,
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THE REVIEW OF REVIEWS.

Under this mournful title Rad}hakamal Mukherji
contributes a jeremiad. The theme is the decline
of village life—not in the llome counties, but in
India, where the cities excicise the same fascina-
tion as elsewhere. This is a matter of special
concern, for the writer states :—

India is the land where the village and not the
city has been the centre of civilisation in the past
In India, more than in any other country the
great intellectual, social, and religious movements
have originateddn villages and nurtured by their
thoughts and aspirations at last reached the cities.
The soul of India is to be found in the village, not
in the city.

Mr. Mukherji gives a suggestive account of the
old conditions which one by one disappear chan-
ging the whole fabric of social life :—

Nor can we overestimate the evil effects of the
migration of the middle class on the social life of
’the village. There was in every village an arbitration
court conducted by men of leading in "the village

o



which decided petty quanels and disputes and
even contributed largely to promote amity and
fellow-feeling among the villagers. 'T'he arbitration
court has been dissolved as the influential persons
have left the village, and party feeling and animo-
sity have be‘come rife in the village. The spirit of
association and fellow-feeling which characterised
our village population is disappearing. Large snms
are now squandered away to fight lawsuits which
could easily have been decided by the arbitra-
tion court. Again, village institutions which were
previously supported by village ‘funds and labour
are decaying. Village temples are without repairs.
Rivers have silted up and weeds have grown thick
on them. No new tanks or wells are dug and
good drinking water is scarce. Cattle die by
hundreds ang cholera rages as an epidemic every-
where in hot season. Schools have been closed.
The house-holder’s habit of setting apart a handful
of alms everyday - to defray the cost of a school
or a religious festival is being ‘discontinued. The

middle class has left the village for food and there



are none to teach the value of self-help and co-
operation and to fight against mutual distrust and
apathy. Those who keenly looked after the wel-
fare of every villager, shared their joy with him on
a merry occasion and consoled him in bis sorrow,
whom every villager 'rcgalde(i with a feeling both
of awe and reverence, are now gone for ever. To
whom shall the villager now turn in his need ?
A. B. Patrika.

The article on the revival of village civilisation
is, as may be expected, charactetised by ripe scholar-
ship and deep reflectivenss and leavened with the

veast of genuine patriotism.
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